less attention and importance in some places and times.   These verses are cited
below.

Sura 2:256 says: "There is no compulsion in religion". Sura 35:24 declares : 'Lo
! we have sent thee with the Truth, a bearer of glad tidings and a Warner; and there
is not a nation but a Warner hath passed among them". In Sura 6:108, Allah tells the
believers that "We have not set thee as a keeper over them (non-believers), nor art
thou responsible for them". Sura 6:109 admonishes the believers in these words:
"Revile not those unto whom they pray beside Allah lest they wrongfully revile Allah
through ignorance. Thus unto every nation we made their deed seem fair". These
verses speak volumes of the catholicity and liberal approach of Koran. That these
Koranic statements were not always honoured in practice by some of its followers in
their greed and hunger for power is another matter.

Another interesting feature of the Koran is that several Koranic directions are
qualified by practical considerations relevant to its time, e.g. multiple marriages,
-'d-iyorce and capacity of women to witness a commercial document. This is indeed
;v;-unique for a scripture. In all these instances, Koran lays down the normative position
clearly and provides for departures on specific grounds. For example, the Koran
seems to have permitted multiple marriages, particularly because of the need to
provide protection to a large number of women who lost their husbands and fathers
in battles that frequently occured during those times. But they were subjected
voluntarily to the consent of the existing spouse or spouses if necessary and the
commitment of justice and equal treatment, as laid down in the Koran, conditions
which were acknowledged to be very difficult to fulfill. Divorce which was said to be
hated most by Allah was allowed under certain circumstances. In another instance,
that is witnessing, two females were treated to be equal to one man, because women
of the time not being well versed in commerce might be prone to forget. Thus Allah
was truly the Master of Relevance: "Allah tasketh not a soul beyond its scope... Our
Lord ! Impose not on us that which we have not the strength to bear ! Pardon us,
absolve us and have mercy on us......." (2:286)

In the present day, followers of the Koran are divided into several sects and
instances of lack of communal amity and conflict between different Islamic sects are
reported from time to time. The more prominent sects are Sunni and Shia. In this
context mention may also be made of Sufism although no separate sect is based on
it. Its values and practices cut across the different sects and have influenced several
of their members. It emphasises the mystical path of love and adoration, 'dhikr'
(repetitive recitation of Allah's name) and 'sama' (listening to devotional hymns). It
recognises 'saints' and 'ascetics' whose dargahs are objects of veneration. Several
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